Our Mission

Welcome to The Episcopal Church of the Holy Communion, a
welcoming and diverse community seeking to walk in the way of Jesus and to reveal Christ’s
reconciling love in our city, nation, and world.

Can I receive Communion?

Yes. Whoever you are, wherever you find yourself
on the journey of faith, you are welcome to receive the bread and wine made holy.

Are children welcome? Children are especially welcome at Holy Communion. We

like to say we expect everyone to act their age. Acting your age as a little one can mean
restlessness in worship. Wiggles and giggles are welcome too! Children learn by watching
adults worship. There are coloring sheets, colored pencils and quiet books at the back of the
church. Our chapel is a sound-proof place to bring a crying infant, or a boisterous toddler,
with windows into the church and speakers broadcasting the sound from the service. Ask an
usher if you need any assistance.

How do I find my way around? There is a map by the Welcome Table in the
main entryway (on the East side of the church). Also, feel free to ask anyone around you for
directions, or help navigating the service.

Where are the restrooms?

There are single-user, all-gender restrooms in the
Lounge, through the main (East) door, and through the next glass door. There are gendered,
larger restrooms downstairs (take the elevator or stairs at the end of the long hallway in front
of that entrance). Changing tables are available in the downstairs restrooms or in the nursery.

Is there wheelchair accessibility?

Yes. Our entrances have auto-open
buttons, and our elevator is ADA compliant. Both the downstairs restrooms and one of the
upstairs restrooms are accessible. Everyone is invited to remain seated during the service as
they need.

What about hearing assistance?

We can help there, too. Hearing assistance

devices are available from the ushers. Just ask.

How do I get involved?

If you begin by filling out a “Connect Card” in your pew,
or at the Welcome Table, we’d be glad to keep you up to date with all that goes on here. You
can also use the Connect Cards to update your information, request prayers, or to ask a
question.

Become a member.

All are welcome to be here and to explore. If you would like to
learn more and meet interesting people, consider joining in Pilgrimage, the Rector’s classes
for newcomers and explorers. There is a class meeting now. Email the rector for more
information or to sign up (mangell@holycommunion.net).

Prelude

Little Partita on "Old Hundredth”

David Lasky

Opening Hymn:

All People that on Earth Do Dwell

Hymnal 377

Opening Acclamation
Blessed be the one, holy, and living God.
Glory to God for ever and ever.
There is one Body and one Spirit;
There is one hope in God’s call to us;
One Lord, one faith, one Baptism;
One God and Father of all.

Song of Praise

Please join in singing the refrain of the Gloria. If you wish to sing the verses with
the choir, please turn to LEVAS 243.

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His people on earth
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father!
We worship You, we give You thanks, we praise You for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God. Refrain.
You take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us.
You are seated at the right hand of Father, receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord.
You alone are the Most High Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Refrain.

The Collect of the Day
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
Almighty and everlasting God, whose will it is to restore all things in your well-beloved Son,
the King of kings and Lord of lords: Mercifully grant that the peoples of the earth, divided
and enslaved by sin, may be freed and brought together under his most gracious rule; who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
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1st Lesson

Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24
Thus says the Lord God: I myself will search for my sheep, and will seek them out. As
shepherds seek out their flocks when they are among their scattered sheep, so I will seek out
my sheep. I will rescue them from all the places to which they have been scattered on a day
of clouds and thick darkness. I will bring them out from the peoples and gather them from
the countries, and will bring them into their own land; and I will feed them on the
mountains of Israel, by the watercourses, and in all the inhabited parts of the land. I will feed
them with good pasture, and the mountain heights of Israel shall be their pasture; there they
shall lie down in good grazing land, and they shall feed on rich pasture on the mountains of
Israel. I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I will make them lie down, says the
Lord God. I will seek the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and I will bind up the
injured, and I will strengthen the weak, but the fat and the strong I will destroy. I will feed
them with justice. Therefore, thus says the Lord God to them: I myself will judge between
the fat sheep and the lean sheep. Because you pushed with flank and shoulder, and butted at
all the weak animals with your horns until you scattered them far and wide, I will save my
flock, and they shall no longer be ravaged; and I will judge between sheep and sheep. I will
set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed them: he shall feed
them and be their shepherd. And I, the Lord, will be their God, and my servant David shall
be prince among them; I, the Lord, have spoken.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 100

read responsively, by verse

Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands; *
serve the Lord with gladness
and come before his presence with a song.
Know this: The Lord himself is God; *
he himself has made us, and we are his;
we are his people and the sheep of his pasture. Refrain
Enter his gates with thanksgiving;
go into his courts with praise; *
give thanks to him and call upon his Name.
For the Lord is good;
his mercy is everlasting; *
and his faithfulness endures from age to age. Refrain
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2nd Lesson

Ephesians 1:15-23
I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this
reason I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. I pray that the
God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and
revelation as you come to know him, so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you
may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious
inheritance among the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us
who believe, according to the working of his great power. God put this power to work in
Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly
places, far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that
is named, not only in this age but also in the age to come. And he has put all things under his
feet and has made him the head over all things for the church, which is his body, the fullness
of him who fills all in all.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Holy Gospel please stand

Matthew 25:31-46

The congregation is invited to sing “Heleluyan” before the Gospel.

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.
Jesus said, “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he
will sit on the throne of his glory. All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will
separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, and he
will put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left. Then the king will say to those at
his right hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for
you from the foundation of the world; for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty
and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked
and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you
visited me.’ Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry
and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? And when was it that we
saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? And when was it
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that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?’ And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I
tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did
it to me.’ Then he will say to those at his left hand, ‘You that are accursed, depart from me
into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; for I was hungry and you gave me
no food, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, I was a stranger and you did not
welcome me, naked and you did not give me clothing, sick and in prison and you did not
visit me.’ Then they also will answer, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or
a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?’ Then he will answer
them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it
to me.’ And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”
The Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.
The congregation is invited to sing the Heleluyan following the Gospel reading.

The Sermon Please be seated at the invitation of the Preacher.

The Rev. Mike Angell

The Presentation and Examination of the Candidate
The Candidate for Holy Baptism will now be presented.
Parents and Godparents

I present Katelyn Elizabeth Collins to receive the Sacrament of Baptism.
When all have been presented the Celebrant asks the parents and godparents
Will you be responsible for seeing that the child you present is brought up in the Christian
faith and life?
Parents and Godparents

I will, with God’s help.
Celebrant

Will you by your prayers and witness help this child to grow into the full stature of Christ?
Parents and Godparents

I will, with God’s help.
Then the Celebrant asks the parents and godparents who speak on behalf of the child
Question
Do you renounce Satan and all the spiritual forces of wickedness that rebel against
God?
Answer
I renounce them.
Question
Do you renounce the evil powers of this world which corrupt and destroy the
creatures of God?
Answer
I renounce them.
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Question
Answer

Do you renounce all sinful desires that draw you from the love of God?
I renounce them.

Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Savior?
I do.
Question
Do you put your whole trust in his grace and love?
Answer
I do.
Question
Do you promise to follow and obey him as your Lord?
Answer
I do.
Please stand. After the candidate has been presented, the Celebrant addresses the congregation, saying
Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to support Kate in her life in Christ?
We will.
Question
Answer

Let us join with those who are committing themselves to Christ and renew our own
baptismal covenant.

The Baptismal Covenant
Celebrant
People

Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

Celebrant
People

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.

Celebrant
People
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Celebrant
People

Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of
bread, and in the prayers?
I will, with God’s help.

People

Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and
return to the Lord?
I will, with God’s help.

Celebrant
People

Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ?
I will, with God’s help.

Celebrant
People

Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself?
I will, with God’s help.

Celebrant

Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of
every human being?
I will, with God’s help.

Celebrant

People

Prayers for the Candidate
Let us now pray for Kate who is to receive the Sacrament of new birth.
Deliver her, O Lord, from the way of sin and death.
Lord, hear our prayer.
Open her heart to your grace and truth.
Lord, hear our prayer.
Fill her with your holy and life-giving Spirit.
Lord, hear our prayer.
Keep her in the faith and communion of your holy Church.
Lord, hear our prayer.
Teach her to love others in the power of the Spirit.
Lord, hear our prayer.
Send her into the world in witness to your love.
Lord, hear our prayer.
Bring her to the fullness of your peace and glory.
Lord, hear our prayer.
Celebrant

Grant, O Lord, that all who are baptized into the death of Jesus Christ your Son may live in
the power of his resurrection and look for him to come again in glory; who lives and reigns
now and for ever. Amen.
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Thanksgiving over the Water
The Celebrant blesses the water, first saying
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.
We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water. Over it the Holy Spirit moved in the
beginning of creation. Through it you led the children of Israel out of their bondage in
Egypt into the land of promise. In it your Son Jesus received the baptism of John and was
anointed by the Holy Spirit as the Messiah, the Christ, to lead us, through his death and
resurrection, from the bondage of sin into everlasting life.
We thank you, Father, for the water of Baptism. In it we are buried with Christ in his death.
By it we share in his resurrection. Through it we are reborn by the Holy Spirit. Therefore in
joyful obedience to your Son, we bring into his fellowship those who come to him in faith,
baptizing them in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
At the following words, the Celebrant touches the water
Now sanctify this water, we pray you, by the power of your Holy Spirit, that those who here
are cleansed from sin and born again may continue for ever in the risen life of Jesus Christ
our Savior.
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

The Baptism
Each candidate is presented by name to the Celebrant, or to an assisting priest or deacon, who then immerses
or pours water upon the candidate, saying
Katelyn Elizabeth, I baptize you in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Spirit. Amen.
Then the Priest places a hand on the person’s head, marking on the forehead the sign of the cross and saying
to each one
Katelyn Elizabeth, you are sealed by the Holy Spirit in Baptism and marked as Christ’s own
for ever. Amen.
When this action has been completed for all candidates, the Priest, at a place in full sight of the congregation,
prays over them, saying
Let us pray. Heavenly Father, we thank you that by water and the Holy Spirit you have
bestowed upon this your servant the forgiveness of sin, and have raised her to the new life
of grace. Sustain her, O Lord, in your Holy Spirit. Give her an inquiring and discerning
heart, the courage to will and to persevere, a spirit to know and to love you, and the gift of
joy and wonder in all your works. Amen.
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Baptismal Hymn

I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light

Hymnal 490

Receiving the Newly Baptized
Kate, receive the light of Christ.
Let us welcome the newly baptized.
We receive you into the household of God. Confess the faith of Christ crucified,
proclaim his resurrection, and share with us in his eternal priesthood.

The Peace
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

Welcome and Announcements Please be seated
Offertory Anthem:
Beautiful Savior
Fair are the meadows, fairer still the woodlands,
Rob'd in flowers of blooming spring,
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer,
He makes our sorrowing spirit sing.
Beautiful Savior! Lord of the nations!
Son of God and Son of Man!
Glory and honor, praise, adoration,
Now and forevermore be thine!
Offertory Hymn:

Now Thank We All Our God

F. Melius Christiansen

Hymnal 397

A Prayer for Stewardship
Celebrant and People:
Gracious and everlasting God, the giver of all good gifts, you have blessed us and our
parish abundantly. Grant us the hope to dream and the courage to live into our
possibilities. Make us faithful stewards, both for the provision of our necessities and
for the relief of those who are in need. Bless the efforts of our Annual Giving this year
to extend the work of spiritual renewal in our church and community of faith.
Through Jesus Christ, who gave all of himself, we offer this prayer. Amen.
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Eucharistic Prayer 1

Enriching Our Worship

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
The presider offers our thanks to God for the grace and mercy made available to us in Christ.
In response all sing:

The presider gives thanks to God for Christ’s redeeming work and remembers Jesus’ last supper with his
disciples.
Then the presider invites the people to respond:
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
The presider then concludes with prayer for the Holy Spirit to sanctify the bread, the wine, and the gathered
congregation. The Eucharistic prayer concludes with a plea for the coming of God’s reign.
Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be
honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever.
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The congregation sings the “Great AMEN” to the tune of “Heleluyan”

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever.
Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

Administration of the Sacrament
All are invited to receive the Sacrament of the Holy Eucharist. Gluten Free wafers are available, on
request, from the minister. On the left (West) side of the altar rail, the chalice is filled with white grape juice,
as a sign of welcome for those who choose not to consume wine. On the right (East) side of the altar rail, the
chalice is traditional red wine. If you would prefer to receive a blessing, please cross your arms over your chest.

Hymn During Communion:
He is King of Kings
Soon and Very Soon

LEVAS 96
LEVAS 14

Post Communion Prayer please stand or kneel
God of abundance,
you have fed us
with the bread of life and cup of salvation;
you have united us with Christ and one another;
and you have made us one
with all your people in heaven and on earth.
10

Enriching Our Worship

Now send us forth
in the power of your Spirit,
that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world
and continue for ever
in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.

Blessing please continue to stand or kneel as the priest blesses the congregation

Enriching Our Worship
Live without fear: your Creator has made you holy, has always protected, and loves you as a
mother. Go in peace to follow the good road and may God’s blessing be with you always.
Amen.

Concluding Hymn: Please stand

Lift High the Cross

Hymnal 473

The Dismissal:
Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude: Now Thank We All Our God "Nun danket alle Gott"

Sigfrid Karg-Elert

The altar flowers are given to the glory of God and in thanksgiving for
the baptism of Katelyn Elizabeth Collins by the Rev. Mike Angell and Ellis Anderson.

Worship Leaders
Celebrant
Preacher
Lectors
Intercessor
Chalice & Crucifer
Acolytes
Ushers
Altar Guild

The Rev. Marc Smith
The Rev. Mike Angell
Cecily Hawksworth; Cassandra Gonzalez
Alisa Williams
Joe Adams
Chloe Olliff; Christian Davis
Megan Ondr, Bryant Cooper
Barbara Robinson
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Announcements
Stewardship Update: Our Annual Campaign so far has yielded fantastic results.
2017 (final)
Total Pledges: 107
Total Pledged: $225,497

2018 (to date)
Total Pledges: 96
Total Pledged: $242,074

New pledges for 2018: 16
Percent of 2018 Pledgers under age 40: 22%
Historic Pledges Increase/Decrease : +$9,268
If you have not yet made a pledge for 2018, there is still time. You may pledge online at
www.holycommunion.net or use a pledge card (on the round table in the lounge.) Pledging
helps our vestry complete the work of budget planning for 2018.
Advent Party – Sunday, Dec. 10 (5:30pm – 7:30pm)
Mark your calendars to welcome
the Rev. Chester Hines and his wife Elizabeth back to Holy Communion at our annual party
to kick-off the season of Advent. There will be food and drinks, music and fun for everyone
and, of course, an Ugly Sweater Contest. Sign up in the entryway if you plan to attend, and if
you can volunteer to bring a dish to share. All are welcome, invite a friend!
Calling all Angels, Shepherds and Friendly Beasts! Sign up for the Christmas
Pageant! (Christmas Eve, 5:00pm ) Do you have a grandchild, child, or a friend’s child in
your life who might like to help us tell the story of Christmas? All children and youth are
invited to participate in this year’s Christmas Pageant during the 5:00pm service on
Christmas Eve. The rehearsal will be Saturday, December 16, 10am – 12pm. Sign up on
the table in the lounge or online at www.holycommunion.net. For more information, please
contact this year’s Pageant Director, Brooklyn Payne at youth@holycommunion.net
Christmas Flowers and Music
Help adorn our church for Christmas and honor or
remember a loved one by giving to our Christmas Flowers and Music fund. All gifts, great
and small, are appreciated! Give online at www.holycommunion.net, use a special envelope
in the pew rack or mail a check to the parish office noted “Christmas Flowers & Music”.
Please provide given names and indicate whether your dedication is in honor of or a
memorial. The dedications will be printed in a bulletin insert at our Christmas services.
There is no deadline for giving, the deadline to submit dedications is 12:00 noon on Dec. 19
for printing purposes.
Theology on Tap – Dec. 5 (6:30pm) Come enjoy holiday fun as we test our knowledge
of Advent Trivia (led by the Rector). Theology on Tap seeks to create a “low pressure”
environment for conversations. about faith, ethics, politics, and life today. We gather the first
Tuesday of each month upstairs at Dressell’s Pub (419 N Euclid Ave., 63108.)
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Two Christmas Giving Opportunities: Trinity Food Pantry & Episcopal City Mission
 Hat, Glove & Sock drive for Trinity Food Pantry: We’re collecting warm hats,
socks and gloves for the guests at Trinity Food Pantry. Please deposit new or gently
used items to the bins marked in the entryway before December 17.
 Episcopal City Mission: ECM believes the children in detention should know the
magic of the holiday season. With your help, ECM makes sure all children in detention
have at least one gift to unwrap. The list of items include gift cards to Target, Walmart,
Amazon, and Old Navy so ECM can purchase gifts specifically for each child (size,
gender, quantity, etc.); as well as games, DVD’s and other items. A complete list is on
the table in the Lounge. Please drop gift cards into the alms basin and/or leave other
items in the basket in the entryway by Friday, December 15.
Sunday Book Group – Dec. 10 (11:45am)
On Dec 10 we will discuss "The Blind
Assassin" by Margaret Atwood. Margaret Atwood weaves together strands of gothic
suspense, romance, and science fiction into one utterly spellbinding narrative. The novel
begins with the mysterious death – a possible suicide, of a young woman named Laura Chase
in 1945. We welcome all to join us for lively discussion.
Christian Formation for Adults and Children (9:15am)
 Godly Play on Sunday mornings! (9:15am) Children are invited to head downstairs
at 9:15 for Godly Play, our Montessori-based Christian formation program.
Registration
is
not
required.
For
info,
email
Heidi
Olliff
(hmolliff@holycommunion.net).
 Adult Forum Join us next Sunday, Dec. 3, when Dr. Adam Ployd will lead us in an
exploration of the History of Advent and Christmas.

Advent & Christmas Schedule
Sunday, Dec. 17
Sunday, Dec. 24

Monday, Dec. 25

Music Festival: Lessons & Carols (10:30am)
4th Sunday of Advent: A Blue Christmas (10:30am)
(Christian Formation recesses until Jan. 7, 2018)
Christmas Eve Services:
Carol Sing (5:00pm)
Family Service with Pageant (5:30pm)
Carol Sing (10:00pm) & Holy Eucharist (10:30pm)
Christmas Day: Spoken Service (10:30am)

Tuesday, Dec. 26

Parish Office closes (Office re-opens Jan. 2, 2018)

Sunday, Dec. 31

1st Sunday after Christmas:
Spoken Services (8:00 & 10:30am)
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Staff
The Rev. Mike Angell, Rector
mangell@holycommunion.net
The Rev. Marc Smith, Priest Associate
msmith@holycommunion.net
Mary Chapman, Director of Music
mchapman@holycommunion.net
Jim Kern, Financial Administrator
jkern@holycommunion.net
Cheyanne Lovellette Office Staff
office@holycommunion.net
Connor Scott, Organist
cscott@holycommunion.net
Brooklyn Payne, Youth Director
youth@holycommunion.net
Heidi Olliff, Children’s Ministry Consultant
hmolliff@holycommunion.net
Jerome Harris, Sexton

Vestry
Scott Ferguson, Sr. Warden
Susan Norris, Jr. Warden
Brian Barnhart, Treasurer
Angela Burroughs-Kelly, Secretary
Earl Bonds, Mary Haggerty, Shirley Mensah,
Pat Redington, Rebecca Rugen, Alisa Williams

www.holycommunion.net
@HolyCommUCity

