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The Second Sunday after Christmas
You will find our live stream on our homepage, on Facebook (where you can interact with
others watching with comments), and on Youtube.

Prelude
Connor Scott, Guest Organist
The congregation is invited to say the words together in bold. Please sing along with us! To
prepare for worship, you may want to place your advent wreath, or three candles, to light
during the opening prayer.

Welcome
The ushers and the rector welcome the congregation. If you are new to us, consider filling
out our “get connected” form, let us get to know you better.

Gloria

Opening Sentences
Behold, the dwelling of God is with mankind. He will dwell
with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself will
be with them, and be their God. –Revelation 21:3
O God, open thou our lips.
And our mouths shall show forth thy praise.
Glory to God, Source of all being, Incarnate Word, and Holy Spirit, as it was in the
beginning, is now and will be forever. Amen.

The Collect of the Day
The Presider reads ancient prayers that signify our longing for Christ’s
coming, and the coming of God’s reign as we light an additional candle each week during
Advent. You are invited to light your wreath with us (or any candle).
O God, who wonderfully created, and yet more wonderfully restored, the dignity of human
nature: Grant that we may share the divine life of him who humbled himself to share our
humanity, your Son Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Opening Hymn
In the Bleak Midwinter

The Readings
We hear the stories of the experience of God from our spiritual ancestors. Following an
ancient pattern originally from Jewish synagogue worship, readings follow a set calendar for
what will be read when.
THE FIRST READING:
A Reading from the book of Jeremiah (Jeremiah 31:7-14)
The Lord proclaims:
Sing joyfully for the people of Jacob;
shout for the leading nation.
Raise your voices with praise and call out:
“The Lord has saved his people,
the remaining few in Israel!”
I’m going to bring them back from the north;
I will gather them from the ends of the earth.
Among them will be the blind and the disabled,
expectant mothers and those in labor;
a great throng will return here.
With tears of joy they will come;
while they pray, I will bring them back.
I will lead them by quiet streams
and on smooth paths so they don’t stumble.
I will be Israel’s father,
Ephraim will be my oldest child.
Listen to the Lord’s word, you nations,
and announce it to the distant islands:
The one who scattered Israel will gather them
and keep them safe, as a shepherd his flock.
The Lord will rescue the people of Jacob
and deliver them from the power of those stronger than they are.
They will come shouting for joy on the hills of Zion,
jubilant over the Lord’s gifts:
grain, wine, oil, flocks, and herds.
Their lives will be like a lush garden;
they will grieve no more.
Then the young women will dance for joy;
the young and old men will join in.
I will turn their mourning into laughter
and their sadness into joy;
I will comfort them.

I will lavish the priests with abundance
and shower my people with my gifts,
declares the Lord.
The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

THE PSALM (PSALM 84)
Saint Helena Psalter
How dear to me is your dwelling, O God of hosts!
My soul has a desire and longing for your courts;
my heart and my flesh rejoice in the living God.
The sparrow has found her a house
and the swallow a nest where she may lay her young,
by the side of your altars, O God of hosts,
my Ruler and my God.
Happy are they who dwell in your house;
they will always be praising you.
Happy are the people whose strength is in you;
whose hearts are set on the pilgrims’ way.
Those who go through the desolate valley will find it a place of springs,
for the early rains have covered it with pools of water.
They will climb from height to height;
the God of gods will be revealed in Zion.
O God of hosts, hear my prayer;
hearken, O God of Jacob.
Behold our defender, O God,
and look upon the face of your Anointed,
For one day in your courts is better than a thousand in my own room,
and to stand at the threshold of the house of my God
than to dwell in the tents of the wicked;
For God is both sun and shield
and will give grace and glory.
No good thing will God withhold

from those who walk with integrity.
O God of hosts,
happy are they who put their trust in you!
Glory to God, Source of all being, Incarnate Word, and Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning, is now and will be forever. Amen.

THE GOSPEL READING
The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to Luke (Luke 2:41-52)
Glory to You, Lord Christ.
Each year his parents went to Jerusalem for the Passover Festival. When he was 12 years
old, they went up to Jerusalem according to their custom. After the festival was over, they
were returning home, but the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem. His parents didn’t
know it. Supposing that he was among their band of travelers, they journeyed on for a full
day while looking for him among their family and friends. When they didn’t find Jesus, they
returned to Jerusalem to look for him. After three days they found him in the temple. He was
sitting among the teachers, listening to them and putting questions to them. Everyone who
heard him was amazed by his understanding and his answers. When his parents saw him,
they were shocked.
His mother said, “Child, why have you treated us like this? Listen! Your father and I have
been worried. We’ve been looking for you!”
Jesus replied, “Why were you looking for me? Didn’t you know that it was necessary for me
to be in my Father’s house?” But they didn’t understand what he said to them.
Jesus went down to Nazareth with them and was obedient to them. His mother cherished
every word in her heart. Jesus matured in wisdom and years, and in favor with God and
with people.
The Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon: Emilee Walker-Cornetta

Anthem:

Announcements:
Announcements are shared

See Announcements

The Lord’s Prayer
Let us pray in the way Christ taught us, and in the language of our hearts.
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

Concluding Prayers
The ancient prayer of Saint Chrysostom is followed by a Christmas Prayer.
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common
supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two or
three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord,
our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your
truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen.
Amen.

The Peace
The Peace is then exchanged.
The peace of Christ be always with you.
And also with you.
The Peace is then exchanged. Consider sending a text, a message on Facebook, or even
writing a letter or email to someone who could use some peace.

Concluding Hymn:
Hymn Angels We Have Heard on High

The Deacon dismisses the congregation:
Let us Bless the Lord
Thanks be to God.
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